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concentration upon his favourite pursuits, and the modest
security of a permanent office; and he accepted it and
returned to the land of his ancestors; taking with him the
greater part of the students under his charge. The change
realised the best hopes both of his electors and of himself.
His first course of lectures, delivered in 1730, at once
rekindled the zeal for philosophic studies which had been
wearied out by barren scholastic methods, and touched the
springs of admiration and affection which few teachers have
so beneficently stirred. He entered upon his work with a
distinct conception of his proper function. In Scotland,
logical and psychical investigations were still dominated by
metaphysical assumptions, and conducted on ct, priori lines:
the principles of the ' Novum Organum' had carried their
conquest no further than the sciences of external nature.
In England, the first attempts to push them further, and
annex the mental and moral provinces as well, had resulted
in the empiricism of Locke and the egoism of Hobbes;
and by variously conflicting with both the natural con-
sciousness and the theological prepossessions of the
Scottish teachers, had occasioned a disaffection towards
the new method. Yet it was plainly impossible to save
the old deductive scholasticism. Hutcheson had as little
confidence as Locke in the entities of what was called
Psychologies Rationalis, and was equally convinced that
inductive observation afforded the only hope of insight into
the laws of the human mind and character. He was for
attacking the problems of the inward life of thought and
will by the same instruments which had wrung from out-
ward nature so many secrets of its ways; and could not be
charged with any half-hearted allegiance to the Baconian
revolution. Only, he could not allow that the phenomena,
as hitherto analysed and reduced, had been rightly inter-
preted : many, he thought, had tffeen overlooked; not a few
had been rnisdescnbed; and almost all subjected to false
and coercive simplification. He therefore set himself to
clear his own inward eye and look at the facts anew \ and